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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
OF THE
UNIVERSITY OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS

It is my distinct honor and privilege to welcome you to the 43 Annnal Service Awards Ceremony! Congratulations
to the dedicated, hard-working, and committed members of the UVI family who are being recognized today. I also
wish to acknowledge and thank our special guests who have joined us today at this auspicious occasion where we
pause to celebrate our valued employees.

In keeping with this year's celebratory theme of “Resilient & Keen — Service Awards 2017," I am so proud that we take
time each year to honor and recognize our employees. It 15 written that you can never say thank you enocugh, because
ﬁﬁstmaﬁmﬁm@%ﬁmkmﬁﬁumﬂlfm&gmﬂmdh@blﬁmwmm&zyﬁm
those around us. The Service Awards program is our institutional effort that reminds us that we must recognize,
celebrate and thank those who provide service to each of us and to our students every day. The students who come
to us and embrace what we hawve to offer go on to achieve great things with thetr lives. None of this would cccur
if they werenot taught supported and inspired by mumerous ndividuals who work at UVI. For many of our
employess, workeng at UV is a labor of lowe. They do it for the greater mission and the spirst which this institution
embodies.

To all our honorees, there is a strange belief that if people are being paid for the things they do then that is appreciation
enough. I reject that concept becavse payment is ocur contractual relationship with the institution, but thanks and
appreciation represents onr maoral and spiritual connection to each other. Therefore, from the moral and spirttual well
that dwells in me and resides in this University, I want to thank all employees for their contributions, ot especially
those who have reached certain milestones in regard to years of service. The well of gratitede will never run dry as
long as we continue to fill it up with our hearts of kindness. UV is a better place because of the service each of you
provide to the instirution.

I want to especially recognize our retirees. It 15 a special privilege for me as President to thank you for your years of
dedicated service. You have given more than your time to us, you have shared with us your wisdom, knowledge,
insights and soul. You hawve served this institotion for memerous years, and your time, effort and hopefully love that
was poured into UVI will always be appreciated and remembered. We owe you a deep debt of gratitude for sharing
50 many years of your life with us.

In closing, I applaud the hard work and thoughtfulness of Direcior Fon Meek and the staff of the Department of
uvadoubtedly result in fond memones for all.

Sincerely,

M :'l‘]f"-}hﬁ

Dawid Hall, STD
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